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1665 August!, 1905 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Report from Nome, Alaska — Inspection of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Derbyshire reports, July 11, as follows: 

Since receipt of telegram to deputy collector of customs instructing 
him to nominate a physician to inspect vessels from foreign ports, and 
any vessel suspected of having on board any quarantinable diseases, 
I have inspected 7 vessels arriving from foreign ports. 

These vessels are whalers and freight boats without passengers, 
mostly from British Columbian ports, loaded with coal, and of very 
little danger to this port from a quarantine view point. 

When the order reached here, June 5, abolishing quarantine, the 
city became very much exercised and began a concerted action to have 
it reinstated. 1 explained to the city council that the service was 
thoroughly posted as to health conditions throughout the world, and 
that, if occasion demanded, quarantine would no doubt be reestablished. 

It was contended that passengers from all parts of the world con- 
gregate at Seattle and San Francisco for passage to Nome, and while 
they might show no signs of disease there the long voyage might 
develop contagious disease, and that without inspection here the city 
was in danger at any time. 

Pending replies to telegrams to the Department, I was requested to 
continue inspection of all vessels at expense of the city, and am so 
doing at present time, excepting those from foreign ports, which is 
charged to the Service. 

It is understood that should I find anj^ quarantinable disease aboard 
an}' vessel the Service will take charge of same. 

Report from Oidfport, Miss. — Health conditions good. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Sheely reports, July 23, as follows: 
This city is almost free of sickness of any kind. 

Reports from Gulf quar'antine — Yellov; fever on steams hip Columhia 
and schooner Blomidon from Colon. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Wille reports, July 23, 27, and 28, as 
follows: 

Confirming my telegram of the 22d instant, as follows: "Schooner 
JBlomidon., fifteen days fi'om Colon for Pascagoula; 8 crew, 1 death 
at arrival in quarantine yesterday. Autopsy confirms yellow fever 
possibly. There are also 3 cases convalescent nialaria on board and 1 
undoubted yellow fever in isolation. Letter follows," it is probable, 
owing to preliminary sulphurization prior to the departure of the 
vessel, that no additional cases will develop. The case reported as 
having died on entry into quarantine, and upon which a necropsy was 
made, was probably convalescent, death having occurred during a 
relapse brought on by dietetic indiscretion. The second case. was in 
the ninth day of the disease, with moderate icterus, gastric irritabilit}^ 
and 10 per cent albumin, and will probably recover. All protective 
measures were, of course, observed in this instance. 
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July 27, 1905. 

Confirming my telegram of the 24th instant, as follows: "Steamer 
Columbia^ 18 crew, 8 days from Colon and Bocas via Mobile quarantine 
with 4 cases yellow fever, arrived at quarantine to-day. Letter fol- 
lows," 1 have the honor to state that the vessel was remanded to this 
station from the Mobile quarantine with 4 cases of yellow fever, all 
showing moderate albuminuria, slight icterus, and some gastric irrita- 
bility. These cases are of a mild type and should recover. 

The 3 additional cases referred to in my telegram of even date: 
"One new case yellow fever, schooner Blomidon; 3 new cases yellow 
fever steamship Columbia. Letter follows," developed their initial 
symptoms last evening or twenty-four hours after completion of sul- 
phurization. These cases are undoubtedly 3rellow fever, my provi- 
sional diagnosis being confirmed upon my visit to the hospital this 
evening. In these last cases is included the captain of the Columbia 
who is seriously ill. I doubt whether he will recover. 

After the removal of these patients the steamship was again sul- 

{)hurized and will be detained six da3's from the time of starting the 
ast fumigation. 

July 28, 1905. 
Confirming my telegram of the 27th instant: "One new case yellow 
fever schooner Blomidon, 3 new cases yellow fever steamship Columbia. 
Letter follows," I have the honor to report the development of an 
additional case of yellow fever on the schooner Blomidon, at quaran- 
tine. I consider this case a possible relapse from overexertion or over- 
exposure following a mild attack of fever on the 3d, 4th, and 5th days 
out from Colon. This vessel was again sulphured, though Stegomyise 
were absent, and will be detained for six daj^s following completion of 
this disinfection, unless otherwise ordered. 

Report from Yicksburg, Miss. — Meetlrtg of mayor and health officers 
to consider' 'mosqtdto destruction — Stegomyise. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, July 28, as follows: 

Immediately after arriving this morning 1 called on the mayor and 
the local and State health officer, and was invited by the former to 
attend a meeting of the city council. 

On invitation of the mayor I addressed the council, paying particular 
attention to the role of the mosquito in the conveyance and spread of 
yellow fever, sketching briefly the life history of the mosquito and 
directing attention to the means of destroying the insect. 

After the meeting T visited with Acting Assistant Surgeon Hicks 
several parts of the city and inspected several premises. I had no 
difficult}' in finding the Stegomyia fasciata in the larval and pupal 
stages. I feel, therefore, that the cit}' is ripe for an epidemic should 
a case of yellow fever find its way into it. 

In this connection I desire to report finding Anopheles larvae breed- 
ing in a collection of muddied rain water in a barrel adjoining the 
one in which the Stegomyia fasciata had found a home. 1 am 
under the impression that this is a unique observation, at least so far 
as this country is concerned. 

The mayor and health officers assured me that no case of yellow 
fever had as yet appeared and that it was their earnest intention to 
report cases immediately should, unfortunately, any appear. 



